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Brookside Gardens
1800 Glenallan Avenue 
Wheaton, Maryland 20902
brooksidegardens.org

Brookside Gardens is open every day 
except December 25. 

Hours
Gardens: Sunrise–Sunset
Conservatories: 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Visitor Center: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
(closed some holidays)

Horticulture Reference Library
10:00 am–3:00 pm Monday through Friday, 
except holidays
301-962-1476
 
Master Gardeners — 
Plant Clinics at Brookside Gardens
Wednesday 1:00 – 4:00 pm
(April 4 – September 26)

Saturday 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Sunday 1:00 – 4:00 pm
(Mid-February – Mid-November)

The Shops at Brookside Gardens
Visitor Center 10:00 am– 4:30 pm
Conservatory
9:00 am–3:00 pm Weekdays
9:00 am–5:00 pm Weekends thru Sept. 16
Both Shops
10:00 am–4:00 pm daily Sept. 17 thru mid-Nov
10:00 am–8:30 pm during Garden of Lights

McCrillis Gardens 
6910 Greentree Road, Bethesda, MD 20817

Editor: Ellen Bennett 301-962-1402 

General Information 301-962-1400

Adult Education 301-962-1470

Children’s Education 301-962-1408

Library 301-962-1476

School of Botanical Art  301-962-1470 
  & Illustration

Volunteer Office 301-962-1429

Gift Shop 301-962-1448 
 or 1479

Facility Rental 301-962-1404

McCrillis Gardens 301-962-1455

Media Relations 301-650-2866

Sponsorships/donations 301-962-1402

Celebrate your special occasion with us!

For detailed pricing and availability:
301-962-1404 | Event.Manager@MontgomeryParks.org

Events at Brookside Gardens

The Shops
at Brookside Gardens

Botanical and nature-inspired gifts

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (hours vary seasonally)
301-962-1448



Food. Medicine. Building materials. Clean air, water 
and soil. The power of flowers and the plants they 

come from are essential to all life on earth.  And I 
haven’t even mentioned the enjoyment that comes from 
smelling a fragrant gardenia, watching a hummingbird 
sip nectar from a canna flower, relishing a tasty mojito 
with fresh mint and lime, or relaxing in a hammock 
slung among the trees.  For 50 years, Brookside Gardens 

has been in the business of bringing you closer to the flowers that support 
and enrich our lives, increasing our understanding of their biology, and 
encouraging their use in our gardens, our homes and on our plates.  In 2019, 
as Brookside Gardens celebrates its 50th anniversary, we look forward to 
celebrating the Power of Flowers with you.  In recognition of this auspicious 
occasion and our connections to our community, we have changed the 
name and look of our magazine and program guide. This inaugural edition of 
Cultivate ushers in our commitment to cultivate or grow our connections to 
community, our dedication to education, and our obligation to protect the 
environment and the beauty and solace it provides. Throughout this special 
year, participate in a wide range of gardening activities. Share your memories 
and make new ones. Invest in the future growth of the Gardens. Cultivate your 
connection to nature and our community. Take time to smell the roses; you’ll 
be glad you did!

Happy Gardening!

Stephanie Oberle, Director

GARDEN NEWS
50th Anniversary Staff Reflections .......4

Welcome New Staff .....................................5

Meet Our 2018 Interns ...............................6

Legacy Gifts ....................................................7

Volunteer Update .........................................8

Thank you Donors! ......................................8

 
PROGRAM GUIDE
        Events
Green Matters, Conservatory 
Displays .......................................................... 10

Plant Society Shows and Sales 
Art Exhibits, Garden After Dark ............11

 

        Adult Programs
Garden Tours ................................................12

Horticultural Classes .................................13

Hands-On Workshops, Festive Fresh 
Greens .............................................................14

Health & Wellness .......................................15

Cooking Demonstrations, 
Excursions ......................................................16

 Brookside Gardens School of 
Botanical Art & Illustration .................... 18

 

        Children & Families
Children’s Programs .................................20

 Adult Programs by Date .......................... 22

Registration .................................................. 23

Garden of Lights ......................Back Cover

Letter from the Director INSIDE



4 Register at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org

GARDEN NEWS

In recognition of Brookside Gardens’ 50th 
anniversary, Gardens staff have been reflecting 
on their time working in this wonderful oasis. 

Amanda Phelps, Sales Associate, Gift 
Shop, 4 months
At this writing, I have only been at the gardens 
for two weeks.  What I find most special about 
the Gardens is the peaceful atmosphere, 
and the nostalgia. I’ve been visiting the 
gardens since I was a very small 
child!  In my time here, I have been 
proud of the connections I’ve made 
with customers. Though I’ve been 
coming here for a very long time, 
being in the gardens now fills me 
with feelings of absolute serenity and 
peace. Especially during the light show! There’s 
something calm and reassuring about being 
there for me.

Kathy Caisse, Gift Shop Manager/Buyer, 
16 months
I grew up across the street. I was also a 
volunteer naturalist at Brookside Nature 
Center for 4 years.  When you are at Brookside 
Gardens you feel like you have left the world 
behind. There is always a new display of 
flowers and plenty of birds. However, my 
favorite part is the sense of peace.  When I was 
young I would wait for a good summer rain. 
Just as the sky would turn, I would go find my 
dad. “Wanna go to Brookside? It’s going to 
rain!” My dad would drop everything and Mom 
would toss the raincoats at us. The sky would 
open as predicted, and we would be drenched 
by the time we reached the Tea House. Inside, 
there were always several other people waiting 
for the rain to stop. They would all be chatting 
and laughing as they waited out the storm 
together. We loved meeting everyone at the 
Tea House. When the rain stopped, and the 
sun came out, we would leave, taking a slow 
stroll home.

Gerri Hall, Seasonal Gardener, 10 years
After I retired from working 30 years in 
transportation safety, I decided to volunteer at 
Brookside Gardens one day a week. That first 
year, the seasonal gardener I worked with went 
back to college early, and I was asked if I would 
be interested in a seasonal job at Brookside. 
I soon became an employee helping to plant 
tens of thousands of tulips in the Fall. Now I 

work 4 days per week! You couldn’t get 
me to go back to a desk job! 

People who visit know that the 
gardens change seasonally.  What 

Brookside insiders know is that the 
gardens change from day to day!  

One week, the tulips are in full bloom; 
a week later, the same gardens are bare, but 
the azaleas were stunning; and then annual 
displays are planted and look as if they have 
always been there!  

One year I was asked to maintain the Children’s 
Garden. Before I knew it, I was in meetings to 
plan the next year’s display and was asked to 
design the next Children’s Garden concept.  
Having just completed a landscape design 
course at Montgomery College, I was thrilled 
to be given the opportunity to try out my 
new knowledge and skills, with Brookside’s 
amazing horticulturists as my mentors.

It’s amazing to think how many lives have been 
enriched over 50 years by Brookside Gardens 
and its people: staff, volunteers and visitors of 
all ages.  What a legacy!  I am honored to be a 
part of the Brookside story.

Jim Deramus, Horticulturist 1, 13 years
I had been in the trade for 15 years and had a 
BS degree in Horticulture before working at 
the Gardens, but I’ve been a visitor since the 
Conservatory was being constructed—yes, 
since I was 13 years old! I’m proud of the 
changes I have made to areas that needed 
improvements, like replacing the awful 

50th Anniversary Staff Reflections



Meet Gina 
Bounds, our new 
assistant volunteer 
coordinator. She 
comes to us from 
Howard County 
Parks department 
working for their 

Outdoor Adventure Camps, after serving 
as an informal educator throughout 
Baltimore. Gina is passionate about art, 
reading, music and the environment. She 
began her volunteer journey with Poe 
Baltimore, Inc. working as a docent and 
learning collections management for the 
Edgar Allan Poe House National Historic 
landmark in Baltimore City. Most recently 
she volunteered in public programs at 
the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore where she 
taught conservation of wild animals and 
wild spaces. At the zoo, Gina experienced 
the value of volunteer work and its impact 
on the community and now works to recruit 
volunteers in our own community and share 
with them the rewarding opportunities here 
at Brookside Gardens.

Servando Lopez 
joined the Brookside 
Gardens team as 
custodian in April.  
He comes to us 
from the National 
Institutes for Health, 
where he worked 

two jobs, one with the IT department and 
the other overseeing the night custodial 
crew for several buildings. He has years of 
custodial experience, and is excited to be 
here at Brookside Gardens.

Jamie Sarno started 
as turf manager 
in January.  He 
comes to us with a 
long history in the 
landscape field. 
He worked for 
three years with 

Chesapeake Landscape and Design as the 
Pesticide Divisional Manager, then with 
Princess Garden Landscape and Design as a 
Landscape Foreman for five years, and most 
recently with Site One Landscape Supply as 
a Branch Manager for ten years
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Welcome New Staff!

50th Anniversary Staff Reflections

fountain in Maple Terrace with a blue pot, or 
installing a drain above the Perennial Garden 
so the fountain wouldn’t fill up with mud 
during thunderstorms, or the stone retaining 
wall I built at the top of the Fragrance Garden 
steps.  I’ve grieved here, come across couples 
“in the act,” seen people fall in the ponds 
while watching turtles, shared life stories with 
volunteers and listened to theirs, and made 
so many friends. When it is time for me to 
leave Brookside Gardens I will miss the daily 
interactions with the staff. I believe these are 
the most caring and professional group of 
people with whom I have ever worked.

Kathy Stevens, Horticulturist II, 22 years
When I was younger and working at a 
Montgomery County garden center, my 
mother saw a classified ad for a greenhouse 
grower at Brookside Gardens and clipped the 
ad for me – 22 years later, I’m still here!  The 
long-lasting relationships that people have 
with the Gardens and those of us who work 
and volunteer here are truly special. I still see 
people either visiting or volunteering at the 
Gardens who were here when I started work. 
There are also many visitors who I have seen 
regularly since I began working in the gardens.

I came to the gardens with experience in 
organic gardening and farming. When I 
first started here, there was a low key, but 
discernable disdain, for organic practices and 
integrated pest management. The message 
I received was that it wouldn’t work in a 
public garden.  I am proud that the Gardens, 
as a whole, are adopting and implementing 
sustainable practices and IPM, and I am proud 
of the role I have played in managing my 
garden areas and the Conservatories in a more 
sustainable way.
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Victoria Lee
I attend the University of Maryland and will graduate in the Fall of 2018.  I major 
in Environmental Science and Technology with a concentration in natural 
resource management, and a minor in sustainability studies.  I am so excited 
about the work I will be doing over the course of the summer.  I have an interest 
in systems ecology and how different public gardens construct and maintain 
different plant communities in Maryland’s climate.  Over the course of my 
internship, I will not only be working with gardens staff, but also conducting 
research inside the North Conservatory looking at the microclimate inside in 
different locations compared to outside the Conservatory.  The research will 
be used to see how constructed tropical environments differ from the natural 
climate outside.

Elena Roman
I spent my childhood in Eldersburg, Maryland exploring and finding solace in 
my neighborhood woods, Liberty Reservoir fire trails, and local environmental 
areas, such as Morgan Run and Soldier’s Delight. My fondest and most 
cherished memories growing up are of time spent with friends and family 
in nature. Specifically, my love for plants and gardens began with my Mom, 
helping her tend to our home gardens. Consequently, I largely attribute my 
pursuit of a career in public horticulture to this positive association with nature 
and love and gratitude for plants instilled in me by my upbringing. I graduated 
from Towson University in May, where I worked for the biology department 
removing invasive species in the on-campus arboretum, researched ecological 
implications of white-tailed deer overabundance on soil communities, and 
completed an internship at Howard P. Rawlings Conservatory and Botanic 
Gardens in Baltimore, rewriting their audio phone tour.  

Emma Weiss
I’m a rising sophomore at University of Maryland, College Park (UMCP). I am 
majoring in plant sciences and agronomy. My background experiences range 
from animal husbandry and marine science to crop science and conservation, 
but I also have an interest in greenhouse management. In the future, I hope 
to pursue a career in sustainable agriculture. Interning at Brookside will allow 
me to determine whether public horticulture is something I want to include in 
my career path while providing more hands-on experience with plants. After 
just these few short weeks, I already feel like I am part of the team here at the 
Gardens! Working in the greenhouse was an exciting and familiar place to start 
since I have been working in UMCP’s greenhouse. So far, I have helped with 
propagation, plant care and training, pest management, and building the forms 
for the mum show. It looks like it’s going to be a fun summer!

Meet Our 2018 Interns!

Elena Roman

Victoria Lee

Emma Weiss
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Brookside Gardens has provided enjoyment and beauty to the citizens 
of Montgomery County and beyond for 50 wonderful years, and the 
Gardens will continue to serve as a place of inspiration, education, and 
respite well into the future.  As garden visitors know, green, peaceful 
spaces are important to physical, emotional and spiritual well-being.  
Your investment in the Gardens will ensure its strong and vibrant future 
serving generations to come.

Create a lasting legacy by naming Brookside Gardens (through the 
Montgomery Parks Foundation) as a beneficiary in your will or estate.  
Here are the most common kinds of bequests, followed by suggested 
language to discuss with your attorney, accountant or other financial 
advisor.

General Bequest
This is one of the most popular ways to make a charitable gift by will.  
You simply leave a specified dollar amount to the Gardens:
“I give $                        to the Montgomery Parks Foundation, a nonprofit 
charitable organization located in Silver Spring, MD to benefit Brookside 
Gardens.”

Percentage Bequest
Allows your bequest to adjust automatically with the value of your estate:
“I give                        percent of the value of my estate to the Montgomery 
Parks Foundation, a nonprofit charitable organization located in Silver 
Spring, MD to benefit Brookside Gardens.”

Residual Bequest
Allows you to give the Gardens the balance or a portion of the remainder 
of your estate after specific bequests to individuals, debts, and expenses 
are paid:
“I give the remainder of my estate, after the satisfaction of all specific 
bequests, to the Montgomery Parks Foundation, a nonprofit charitable 
organization located in Silver Spring, MD to benefit Brookside Gardens.”

Contingent Bequest
Allows you to provide the Gardens the portion of your estate designated 
for a loved one only if that person passes away before you.  This 
ensures that your assets will pass to the Gardens rather than unintended 
beneficiaries.
“If                                       predeceases me, I give his/her bequest to the 
Montgomery Parks Foundation, a nonprofit charitable organization 
located in Silver Spring, MD to benefit Brookside Gardens.”

Specific Bequest
Allows you to designate a specific project at Brookside Gardens. 
This language should only be used after the execution of a Donor 
Agreement with the Foundation after consultations with the Staff of 
Brookside Gardens.
“I give $                        to the Montgomery Parks Foundation, a nonprofit 
charitable organization located in Silver Spring, MD to benefit Brookside 
Gardens for a long-lasting project or improvement identified in 
an executed Donor Agreement on file with the Foundation. If, in 
the judgment of the management of Brookside Gardens, changed 
circumstances should at some future time render the designated use 
of this gift no longer appropriate, then the Foundation shall use the 
gift to further the objects and purposes of Brookside Gardens, giving 
consideration to my special interest as evidenced by the purposes 
described above.” 

Please contact the Montgomery Parks Foundation directly to assure 
that your wishes will be fulfilled as you intend.  The Montgomery Parks 
Foundation Tax Identification number is: 52-1788782

This information is not intended as tax or legal advice.  The Montgomery 
Parks Foundation recommends consulting with your attorney or financial 
advisor before taking any action related to your estate.

Discuss these and other giving methods with your attorney, accountant 
or other financial advisor.  You may be surprised to find that planned gifts 
can have significant tax benefits for you and your heirs.

For more information or to inform the Foundation of your plans to 
include Brookside Gardens in your estate, contact:

Michael Nardolilli
Executive Director
Montgomery Parks Foundation
Michael.Nardolilli@MontgomeryParks.org
301-495-2490

Celebrate Your Legacy
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Volunteer Update

Thank You Donors!

Among the many special volunteer 
opportunities at Brookside Gardens, Corporate 
Volunteer Groups may be the most prevalent. 

Every year Brookside Gardens hosts groups of 
professionals that trade computers for trowels, 
when they put on their sneakers and come 
out to get their hands dirty in the Gardens. 
The Corporate Volunteer Groups we host have 
a vested interest in our community and the 
resources the Gardens provide to the residents 
of Montgomery County.

On these days of service, individuals from 
participating organizations come together and 
donate their time to causes that align with their 
vision of giving back to the community. Group 
volunteer opportunities not only provide a 
great team building activity, but also a chance 

for Brookside Gardens staff to get to know 
members of our community and beyond. 

When Corporate Volunteer Groups commit 
to a service, they are able to step away from 
their normal work situation and into the natural 
environment, getting to know each other on 
a personal level and possibly participating in 
an activity they would not otherwise pursue.  
Brookside Gardens is always grateful for the 
many hands that volunteer with us, and we 
hope that these enthusiastic volunteers will 
return on a regular basis. We encourage other 
groups to seek our Gardens for their Corporate 
Volunteer work as well.

Brookside Gardens has been fortunate to 
host corporate groups that are able to tackle 
large scale projects such as invasive plant 

removal, planting projects, fence repair, and 
trash cleanups. As a result of their corporate 
responsibility efforts and our shared vision 
of volunteerism, we’ve collectively worked 
together to improve your Gardens. 

We’d like to specially thank the following 
partners for providing their sweat equity to 
Brookside Gardens!
Clark Construction 
Discovery Communications
Ernst & Young
Housing Opportunities Commissions of 
  Montgomery County
Marriott International 

Ginkgo Level $100,000 and higher
Estate of Annie May DeFrank

Styrax Level $5,000 - $9,999
Mary Lou Williamson

Viburnum Level $2,500 - $4,999
Robert & Ann Erdahl

Hydrangea Level $1,000 - $2,499
Shirley Brownrigg Charitable Trust
Emily Monk Davidson
Robert Erdahl
Margarett (Peggy) Fields
Len Friedman & Randi Passamaneck
Harry & Velma Galblum

Wisteria Level $500 - $999
Julie Gingrich
Joan O’Rourke

Alice Pau
Helen Ann Patton
Mary Louise Williamson

Rudbeckia Level $100 - $499
Susan Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Amos, Jr.
John & Virginia Geoffrey Andelin
Janet Banerjee
Linda Barrett
Andrew Beaulieu
Nancy & Ted Bechtol
Els Benjamin
Teresa Billings
Ethelyn Bishop
Judith Blackistone
Dean Boleyn
Hettie Bortz
Terrence & Sally Byrne
Cherrywood Garden Club

Margaret Clark
Paul & Vivian Coates
Adlyn (Paddy) Cook
Mr. & Mrs. William Cutlip
Dr. James & Susan David
Phoebe deReynier
Elaine Dynes
Norman Elrod
Extension Advisory Council 

Montgomery County
Jason Fabritz
Kathryn Foor
Joan Foster
Agatha & Joseph Francis
Kit Gage
Susan Gainey
Gail Gee
Dr. & Mrs. John Giovanelli
Michael Goltzman
Howard Gorin
Carl Hahn
Dick & Freddi Hammerschlag
Angela Hitti
Priscilla Hoffman
Ann Holt-Harris
Julia & Gene Horman
Clara Jean Hughes
Edward & Melissa Hyland
Cyrus Ishikawa

Lily Jackson
Una Jarboi
Margaret Kalacznik
Eric Katkow
Barbara Katz
Mary Ruth Keller
Sandy Kingsley
John & Cynthia Knable
Eleanor Kupris
Carole Kuritzky
Louis Larca
Sarah Lesher
Anthony Li
Jya-Mei Lu
Martha Lubet
Patricia Mahoney
Douglas Major-Ryan
Carmela Mannarino
Mary Massey
Marcia Matera
Charles McClure
Leslie McDermott
Flynn McLean
Christine McNerney
Mary Mercer
Douglass Miller
June Moore
Bob & JoAnn Mueller
Cynthia Nye

The Montgomery Parks Foundation and the Friends of Brookside Gardens 
would like to thank all the generous donors to Brookside Gardens from 
December 15, 2017 to June 1, 2018.  Your gifts have been invaluable 
in providing resources, programming and additional support to the 
Gardens.  To learn more about making a donation to support Brookside 
Gardens, please visit MontgomeryParksFoundation.org/donate-now/ or 
FriendsOfBrooksideGardens.org.
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Sylvia O’Brien
Marcia O’Connell
Louis Paley
Dorothy Perkins & Larry Novak
Vivian & Edward Portner
Nithya Raghavan & Peter Fitzgerald
Jeffrey Reiter
Dennis Rice
Bob Rinker
Harry Rissetto
Richard & Fu-Meei Robbins
Joseph Rock
Ellen Ross
Judith Rumerman
Kathryn Rushing
Carol Sachar
Heather & John Satrom
Ann Schaefer
George & Angela Schreiber
Francis Schuler
Gretchen Schwartz
Roger & Barbara Schwarz
Janet Senft
James Sherald
Gloria & Richard Sherman
Silver Spring Garden Club
Betsy Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. James Thompson
Nancy Traubitz
Steven & Teresa Tretter
Mr. and Mrs. Cory Turner
Stephanie (Taffy) Turner
Sinclair Winton
Ann Wion
Harriet Ying
Marie-Daniele & William Zartman

Trillium Level $50 - $99
Vernon Anderson
Tina Coplan
Martin Czigler
Nick Dunstan
Juanita Ellerbe
John Fuller
Shivan Gosine
Mara Harlow
Dr. Kenneth Lewis
Mr. Gary Litman
Sylvia Lu
Sheila Moldover
Cecile O’Connor
Chris Pabon
Terry Panarese
Ann-Marie Regan
Lorraine Remer
Thomas Rogers
Stephen Scoville
Dorothy Scoville
Mary Singer
Rita Tonner
Barbara Waite-Jaques
Florence Winnik
Marca Woodhams

Tulip Level Up to $49
Mary Allman
Dr. Rosalie M. Barr
Karen Basinger
Ken Briefel
Kenneth Clare
Donna DeCarolis
Lewis Dennis
Roberta Hantman
Laura Letson
Samuel Levy
Li-Ting Liang
Peter Quinn
Tanya Schmieler
Matthew Thomson

LIBRARY BOOK DONATIONS
Mark Altbier
Freddi Hammerschlag
Kathy Jentz
Janet Koles
James Lehman, Jr.
Charles McClure
Karen McIntosh
Natasha Owens
Steve Patterson
Carol Warrington
Marirose Ziebarth

IN KIND DONATIONS
Monrovia Growers
Haijing Zheng

SPECIAL PROJECTS
Harry T. Dewey Memorial Garden
Tom Comstock

Stone Sphere
Friends of Brookside Gardens

PROGRAM SUPPORT
Concert Series
Friends of Brookside Gardens

Earth Day
Friends of Brookside Gardens

Gardens of Lights
Silver Spring Garden Club

Green Matters
Ecoprint
Montgomery County RainScapes 

Program
Renee’s Garden
Univ. of Maryland Home & Garden 

Information Center
Lynn & David Vismara
Washington Gardener Magazine

Lecture Series
Friends of Brookside Gardens

Seasonal Salaries
Friends of Brookside Gardens

TRIBUTE GIFTS
In Honor of Mark and Ruth Bortz
Rebecca Costello
Bruce & Cynthia Bortz

In Honor of Marian Brice
Julie Brice

In Memory of Richard Davis
Carolyn K. Blankenship
A. Diane Boleyn
Dean Boleyn
Donna Boleyn
Stuart Coppens
Janet A. Davis
Stephen L. Davis
William Ellison
Sally E. Gordon
Ruth A. Hilliard
Linda Lundell
Charles Polinger
John Richardson
Patricia Thomas
 
In Memory of Yvonne Davis
G. Thomas Davis

In Honor of Patricia Ann Freel
P L Lundquist
Karen Smith

In Memory of Connie Giniger
Sandra Greer

In Memory of Bruce Goldberg
Marylou & Gil Tietz

In Memory of Bruce Gulko
Nina Geiger

In Honor of Dorothy A. Haldeman
Dorothy A. Haldeman

In Honor of Shelton Jackson
Miriam Kranton

In Memory of Choong Kim
Anne Hornsby

In Memory of Ruth R. Liberman
Sally & Bob Bode
Ruth & Glen Cassell
Communications Electronics, Inc
Vivian Emala
Rita Farris
Marnie Henson
Ladies of the Westminster Elks
Joyce & Fred Moberly
Stephen & Donna Perlstein

Julie Peterson & Alice Immler
Frank & Loretta Traglia
100 West Hair Studio

In Memory of Robert L. & Mary E. 
Phelps

Thomas R. Phelps

In Memory of Sergey Pidgurskiy
Sharon Gefter

In Memory of Janet M. Pine
Carol & Jeff Olsen

In Honor of Sonia Rosenfield
Sharon Doner-Feldman 

In Memory of Jackie Schiff
Richard & Freddi Hammerschlag

In Memory of Toby Tate
Louise & Murray Hood

In Honor of Barbara Waite-Jaques
Suzanne Carbone
Adrienne Dern
Marci Frye
Hattie Goodman
Julia & Gene Horman
Kathy Kircher
Barbara Rosenbaum & Bod Feldhuhn
Roger & Barbara Schwarz
Patricia Zich

ROSE GARDEN COMMEMORATIVE 
BRICK PROGRAM

In Honor of Luna Coleman
Janet Coleman
Robyn Newell

In Memory of Robert Yih-Shyong Lai
The Lai/Skrypek Family

TRIBUTE BENCHES
In Memory of Mackenzie Ripley
Steven Cheskin
Grace Liou
Massimo Ricotti
Dawn Naser
William Naser
Keir Neuman
Erika Yoshino

TRIBUTE TREES
In Memory of Caroline Ayla Castner
Matthew & Suzanne Castner

In Memory of Robert Yih-Shyong Lai
The Lai/Skrypek Family 



EVENTS

Children’s Day:

Explore Maryland!
Sponsored by Friends of Brookside Gardens
Saturday | September 15
11:00 am – 4:00 pm
FREE
Details on page 20

Green Matters

n Green Matters: 
Designing for Diverse Landscapes
Sponsored by Friends of Brookside Gardens
Friday | February 22 | 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
#55276 | Registration required
$85 Early Bird (until Friday, January 11) | $99 
(starting Saturday, January 12)
Silver Spring Civic Building at Veterans Plaza 
Join industry experts as they explore design 
approaches to address the challenges 
and opportunities associated with diverse 
landscapes. Whether you’re a home gardener 
interested in creating biodiverse habitats 
for your backyard or a landscape architect 
designing an urban space for community 
gatherings, you’ll walk away with new and 
practical strategies.

Fall & Winter 
Conservatory Displays:

Chrysanthemum Kaleidoscope
•  South Conservatory: Saturday, October 6 – 

Tuesday, November 6 
•  North Conservatory: Saturday, October 6 – 

Sunday, November 18 
Autumn in the conservatories will showcase 
cool color chrysanthemums in tones of 
pink, purple, violet and white with accents 
in blue violet, white, purple and green. 
Chrysanthemums of all sizes and shapes will 
fill both conservatories, from single stem 
disbudded flowers almost as big as your head 
to blankets of color created by thousands 
of small flowers on Japanese cascade 
chrysanthemums. This display changes weekly 
as the chrysanthemums develop from tightly 
closed buds to fully open flowers, rich in a 
variety of shapes, sizes and colors. Contrast and 
compliment are provided by Salvia, Heuchera, 
Panicum switch grass and tropical Cordyline.

Garden Railway Exhibit
Saturday, November 17 – Tuesday, January 1 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Early closing December 24
Closed December 25
Open evenings for Garden of Lights, 
Friday, November 16 – Tuesday, January 1
South Conservatory

Winter Display 
Friday, November 23 - Sunday, January 6
North Conservatory

Spring Display
•  South Conservatory: Saturday, January 19 

– Sunday, March 24
•  North Conservatory: Saturday, January 19 

– Sunday, April 7 
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Look for our special “FOBG” program 
pricing on many of our adult classes for 
members of the Friends of Brookside 
Gardens, a nonprofit organization 
established to support the mission of the 
Gardens. For information about joining the 
Friends of Brookside Gardens, visit www.
brooksidegardens.org or call 301-962-1400 to 
request a brochure.

Look for the following symbols highlighting specific tracks designed to offer more in-depth 
educational opportunities:

n  Sustainable Horticulture – a focus on making our homes and gardens “greener.”
n  Gardener’s Focus – for experienced gardeners who want to increase their knowledge through 

advanced cultivation and management techniques.
n  Landscape Design – for those wishing to develop skills to compose welcoming and functional 

garden spaces through the artful juxtaposition of plants and hardscape elements.



Plant Society Shows & Sales
Brookside Gardens hosts local, regional, and 
national plant society events throughout the 
year. Many of the societies’ shows feature 
judged competitions; all the shows feature 
passionate collectors, eager to share their 
enthusiasm with others.

National Cactus & Succulent Society 
Cactus and Succulent Show and Sale
Saturday | August 4 | 10:00 am-5:00 pm 
Sunday | August 5 | 9:00 am-4:00 pm

Mycological Association of Washington’s 
Mushroom Fair
Sunday | August 26 | 12:00 – 5:00 pm  

Friends of Brookside Gardens Plant Sale
Saturday | September 8:  
8:00 – 10:00 am | FOBG members only 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm | General public
Sunday | September 9 | 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

National Capital Dahlia Society’s Dahlia 
Show and Sale
Show:
Saturday | September 29 | 1:00 – 5:00 pm 
Sunday | September 30 | 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Sale:
Sunday | September 30 | 3:00 – 4:00 pm

Washington Gardener Magazine 
Seed Exchange
Saturday | January 26 | 12:30 – 4:00 pm  

Brookside Gardens Fall Open 
House and Vendor Showcase 
Sunday | November 18 | 11:00 am – 2:00 pm 
#55302
Planning your dream wedding or a family 
celebration? Enjoy samples from caterers, tour 
the garden, sign up for vendor discounts, and 
enter the door prize raffle. Pre-registrants will 
receive a Swag Bag upon arrival, including a 
free bonus raffle ticket!

Art Exhibits

The Baltimore Watercolor Society 
Watercolor
July 16 – August 20

Potomac Valley Watercolorists | Watercolor 
August 20 – September 16

The Montgomery Art Association | Mixed 
Media Art, Oil, Watercolors and Acrylic
September 17 – October 14 

Michael Bersofsky | Photography 
Carol Carpenter | Oils and Acrylics
October 15 – November 11

Washington Metropolitan Artist’s Society 
Watercolor
November 12 – December 9

Charles Bowers | Hand Pulled Photographs, 
Prints and Monotypes
Haskel’s Palette Group Show | Oil Paintings 
Hyung Moon | Acrylic Paintings and 
Photography 
December 10 – January 13, 2019

Warren Kornberg | Digital Photography 
Pauline Rakis | Acrylic
Terry Pellmar | Digital Creations   
January 14 – March 3

Garden After Dark
Looking for a special night out with friends or 
a loved one? Let Brookside take care of the 
details! Fee covers the cost of one person. 
21 and up.

Holly Daze
Thursday | December 13 | 6:30 – 8:30 pm
$35 | FOBG $31 | #54858 | Registration 
required
The Garden of Lights is back, make a night 
of it! Step into a magical winter wonderland 
illuminated with more than one million 
dazzling colorful lights shaped into hand-
crafted, original art forms of flowers, animals 
and other natural elements. Take a leisurely 
stroll through the beautiful garden lights, 
then come inside for paired wine and cheeses 
with dessert. We’ll also create festive holiday 
ornaments to make your holiday season a 
little more unique – give your creation as a gift 
or use it to enhance your holiday décor.  Fee 
includes all refreshments, ornament to take 
home, and admission to Garden of Lights.

BrooksideGardens.org 11
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ADULT PROGRAMS

Garden Tours
Enjoy free tours of Brookside Gardens in 
Wheaton or McCrillis Gardens in Bethesda. 
Brookside Gardens is an award-winning display 
garden, featuring an abundance of annual 
and perennial displays throughout the season. 
McCrillis Gardens is a naturalistic strolling 
garden, offering shady woodland walks and 
splashes of color in spring. Knowledgeable 
guides offer engaging horticultural tours, 
focusing on the plants that make each garden 
unique. 

Brookside Gardens Saturday Walks
Free | Registration required
Meet at Visitor Center Entrance
Saturday | September 22 | 10:00 – 11:00 am
#54815
or
Saturday | October 27 | 10:00 – 11:00 am
#54816

McCrillis Gardens Sunday Walks
Free | Registration required
Meet at McCrillis House in Bethesda at 
6910 Greentree Rd. 
Sunday | September 16 | 2:00 – 3:00pm
#54817
or
Sunday | October 28 | 2:00pm – 3:00pm 
#54818

Glory of Fall Garden Tour  
Wednesday | October 24 | 1:00 – 2:30 pm
$7 | FOBG $6 |#55278 | Registration required
Meet at the Visitor Center Entrance
Phil Normandy, Brookside Gardens Staff 
Join Phil for a walking tour where you’ll 
discover a whole new garden brought on by 
the changing Autumn season. Explore the 
spectacular fall colors offered by the diversity 
of trees and plants throughout Brookside 
Gardens’ 50 acres. You’ll enjoy fall blooming 
perennials like asters, coneflowers, sedums 
and grasses just to name a few. 

Brookside Gardens – Witch Hazel Tour
Monday | January 28 | 1:00 – 2:30 pm
$7 | FOBG $6 | #54855 | Registration required
Meet at the Visitors Center Entrance
Phil Normandy, Brookside Gardens Staff 
Winter’s advent brings on a new dimension 
to the gardens usually overlooked by visitors. 
Enjoy this walking tour where you’ll learn 
about the wonderful world of witch hazels - 
one of the first blooming specimens that bring 
the garden back to life in the depths of winter.  
You’ll come to appreciate this scented species 
while exploring the architectural elements 
of evergreens and woody plants in a winter 
garden setting. 

Private Group Horticultural Tours
$8 per person | $40 minimum
Clubs and other organizations desiring private 
horticultural tours are welcome throughout 
the year. For information and to schedule a 
date, call 301-962-1474.  Adult tour agreements 
are payable two weeks in advance.



Horticultural Classes
Registration required

Dealing with Deer & Other Mammals 
in Your Garden 
Wednesday | September 12 | 1:00 – 2:30 pm 
$22 | FOBG $20 | #54860
Adult Classroom
Kathy Jentz, Editor/Publisher, Washington 
Gardener Magazine  
Bambi may be cute, but he and the rest of the 
herd are very hungry and would love to make 
a feast of your garden. Learn some proven 
and humane tactics to keep your edible and 
ornamental gardens safe from deer, rabbits, 
rats, groundhogs, and other warm-blooded 
creatures.  

n Monarch Waystations: 
Creating A Butterfly Garden 
Wednesday | September 26 | 1:00 – 3:00 pm
$22 | FOBG $20 | #54864
Adult Classroom
Jason Gedeik, Brookside Gardens Staff
Ensuring monarchs have the habitat they 
need to survive their long journey is vital to 
their survival. Discover how our gardeners 
have established monarch way stations at 
Brookside Gardens and how you can create 
your own butterfly garden at home. You’ll learn 
how to select and incorporate plants that will 
attract a wide variety of butterflies while also 
providing food sources for caterpillars. This 
workshop includes a presentation and tour 
of the gardens, where you’ll see firsthand the 
full lifecycle of monarchs from caterpillar to 
chrysalis and butterfly. 

n Stormwater Solutions: Conservation 
Landscapes and Rain Gardens
Wednesday | October 10 | 4:00 – 7:00 pm 
$15 | FOBG $13 | #54874
Adult Classroom
Montgomery County Department of 
Environmental Protection
It is possible to have a landscape that not 
only absorbs stormwater and displays native 
plants, but is also beautiful! The Department 
of Environmental Protection staff will show 
you how to evaluate your site, design and 
implement a landscape, and qualify to receive 
a RainScapes Reward rebate. 

n n Native Plants for both New 
England and mid-Atlantic Gardens
Sponsored by the Takoma Horticultural Club 
and the Four Seasons Garden Club
Friday | October 12 | 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Free | #54987
Auditorium 
Mark Richardson, Botanic Garden Director, 
New England Wild Flower Society and former 
Brookside Gardens Adult Education Manager
Native Plants for New England Gardens is 
a handy guide to more than 100 outstanding 
perennials, trees, shrubs, ferns, grasses, and 
vines that happen to be native in New England. 
As it turns out, most are also native to the mid-
Atlantic. Join co-author Mark Richardson, for 
this informative discussion about native plants 
and all their garden uses – from plants to use 
in place of mulch to those that attract and 
support pollinators. 

Getting Your Garden Ready for Winter
Friday | November 2 | 1:00 – 2:30 pm 
$22 | FOBG $20 | #54875
Adult Classroom
Kathy Jentz, Washington Gardener Magazine
Beginner and intermediate gardeners are often 
overwhelmed by the long spring to-do list of 
garden tasks. Learn what chores are essential 
and which you can safely skip as you prepare 
your garden for winter while making a big 
difference to the success of next year’s garden. 
Discover cost-saving tips and tricks and how to 
“batten down the hatches” in case we have a 
bad winter. 

East Vs. West: 
Amazing Similarities Between Asian 
and American Plant Species
Saturday | February 2 | 10:00 – 11:30 am
$22 | FOBG $20 | #55301
Adult Classroom
Diane Lewis, Brookside Gardens Staff
Many of the familiar ornamental plants we 
grow in our landscapes are Asian in origin. 
Coincidentally, many related north American 
ornamentals offer similar traits in beauty and 
each related pair has adapted to the eastern 
coast of a large continental landmass. This 
program offers a horticultural exploration of a 
phenomenon in the plant world that is sure to 
quench your appetite. 

n Everything you wanted to know 
about pruning 
Friday | February 15 | 1:00 – 3:00 pm
$22 | FOBG $20 |#54877
Adult Classroom
Jim Deramus, Brookside Gardens Staff             
Learn all about the whys, hows and whens of 
pruning a variety of specimens in your garden. 
Gain invaluable advice and experience on 
how to make proper pruning cuts on trees and 
bushes of various sizes to achieve structural 
corrections and rejuvenate old overgrown 
shrubs. Discover how plants respond to 
pruning and how to get a shrub or tree to do 
what you want it to - in a way that is healthy for 
the plant (within reason of course!) 

BrooksideGardens.org 13
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ADULT PROGRAMS

Hands-On Workshops
Registration required

Hands-On Orchid Repotting
Saturday | October 6 | 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
$35 | FOBG $31 |#54878
Adult Classroom 
Jason Gedeik, Brookside Staff & Former 
Hillwood Museum & Gardens Orchid Curator
A healthy orchid needs to be repotted every 
one to two years. This hands-on repotting 
workshop offers an “expert checkup” to assess 
your orchid’s health and treat issues ranging 
from root rot to pests and diseases. You’ll learn 
why each type of orchid requires a different 
potting material and technique. Participants 
can bring up to two plants for repotting and 
their own preferred containers. Fee includes 
plastic pots and potting material. 

Mixed Winter Container
Saturday | November 17 | 10:00 – 11:30 am
$75 | FOBG $67 | #54879
Adult Classroom
Brookside Gardens Staff
Create a container garden with plants that 
can withstand winter’s harshest weather 
while providing you with a beautiful respite 
from the dull weather. Mix dwarf evergreens 
with a splash of herbaceous plants for some 
late season color. Cost covers all materials, 
including a 14-inch container (or bring your 
own favorite). 

Thanksgiving Centerpiece
Tuesday | November 20 | 1:00 – 2:30 pm
$50 | FOBG $45 | #54881
Adult Classroom 
Brookside Gardens Staff
Add a special touch to your Thanksgiving 
celebration! Join us to create your own 
centerpiece from beautiful flowers, foliage, 
branches, fruits, veggies, herbs and nuts 
in harvest colors. Bring your own (12-inch 
diameter or smaller) or choose from a variety 
of repurposed containers for your creation.

Focus on Butterflies
Saturday | September 8 | 7:00 – 9:00 am
$30 | FOBG $27 | #45503
Meet at the Conservatory Entrance 
Bring your tripod and enjoy two quiet hours 
of photography in our Wings of Fancy Live 
Butterfly and Caterpillar Exhibit before it opens 
to the public. 

Festive Fresh Greens
Join us to make a long-lasting, beautiful 
centerpiece or wreath using fresh greens! 
Come Tuesday to make wreaths, Wednesday 
to make centerpieces, or come both days. 
Learn to make an evergreen wreath for your 
front door, complete with pinecone and bow 
accents. The centerpieces will include a candle 
and seasonal decorations. Fee includes all 
materials for one wreath or two centerpieces. 

Festive Wreaths
Tuesday | December 11 | 1:00 – 2:30 pm
$50 | FOBG $46 | #54882
Adult Classroom
Joan O’Rourke, Friends of Brookside Gardens

Festive Centerpieces
Wednesday | December 12 | 10:00 – 11:30 am
$50 | FOBG $46 | #54883
Adult Classroom
Joan O’Rourke, Friends of Brookside Gardens

Kokedama – The Art of Crafting Living 
Mossballs
Saturday | January 19 | 10:00 – 11:30 am
$40 | FOBG $36 | #54884
Adult Classroom
Kathy Jentz, Washington Gardener Magazine
Originating in Japan, kokedama are living 
plant and moss balls. Traditionally displayed 
sitting on a surface, they also look magical 
bound up with string and hanging.  Similar 
to bonsai, they are a lovely way to bring a bit 
of greenery indoors and can live for years 
with proper care. In this hands-on workshop, 
you’ll have access to all the materials needed 
to make your own beautiful kokedama and 
will be taken step-by-step through the unique 
process. Everyone will make two kokedama to 
take home.
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Health & Wellness
Registration required

Meditative Photography: Seeing Beauty 
Where You Are
Saturday | November 3 | 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 
$25 | FOBG $22 | #54979
Adult Classroom
Tuan Pham
This interactive workshop is for photographers, 
painters, writers, lifelong learners and anyone 
who wishes to sharpen their perception and 
cultivate a more intimate relationship with 
nature. Through a synthesis of teachings on 
“insightful observation” by Masters in arts, 
science, and mysticism, combined with 
the presenter’s own experience in nature 
photography and mindfulness practice, you’ll 
come to learn that it isn’t the quality of the 
camera that matters as much as the quality of 
your perception. 

This interactive workshop will feature a lecture 
and an outdoor photography session, so 
participants should bring their cameras.  

Yoga at Brookside Gardens 
$9 | FOBG $8   
Tanory Ateek
Come enjoy one or all six sessions of yoga 
held in a peaceful setting under the cover of 
Brookside Gardens’ pondside Japanese Tea 
House. Designed to increase flexibility and 
physical strength and cultivate mental focus, 
these classes are a beautiful and relaxing way 
to begin your weekend. Mats are not included. 
Saturday | September 8 | 9:30 – 10:30 am
#54885
Saturday | September 15 | 9:30 – 10:30 am  
#54877 
Saturday | September 22 | 9:30 – 10:30 am
#54960
Saturday | September 29 | 9:30 – 10:30 am
#54961
Saturday | October 6 | 9:30 – 10:30 am
#54962
Saturday | October 13 | 9:30 – 10:30 am
#54963
Saturday | October 20; |9:30 – 10:30 am
#54965 

Tai Chi at Brookside Gardens
$12 | FOBG $10
Charles Votaw
Tai Chi is an ancient, Chinese form of exercise 
perfect for adults seeking stress reduction 
while strengthening muscles, improving 
balance, and increasing flexibility. The 
repetitive patterns (Forms) emphasize slow, 
flowing motions and controlled movements. 
This series of introductory classes will help 
beginners learn the forms while allowing 
regular practitioners to practice them under 
the cover of Brookside Gardens pondside 
Japanese Tea House.

Wednesday | September 12 | 9:30 – 10:30 am
#54966
Wednesday | September 19 | 9:30 – 10:30 am  
#54967
Wednesday | September 26 | 9:30 – 10:30 am
#54968
Wednesday | October 3 | 9:30 – 10:30 am
#54969
Wednesday | October 10 | 9:30 – 10:30 am
#54970
Wednesday | October 17 | 9:30 – 10:30 am  
#54971 
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ADULT PROGRAMS

Cooking Demonstrations
Registration required

Join Brookside Gardens for a delectable series 
of cooking classes, focusing on healthful 
recipes that use seasonal and local fruits, 
vegetables, and herbs you can grow. Enjoy 
samples of the dishes, prepared as you watch, 
using easy-to-follow recipes you can try at 
home.  All cooking demonstrations taught in 
the Auditorium by:
Adrienne Cook, Garden and Cooking Writer
Danielle Cook, Holistic Nutritionist and 
Cooking Instructor

Thanksgiving Feast
Monday | November 5 | 12:00 - 1:30 pm
$35 | FOBG $31 | #54972
Looking for new and creative recipes to 
supplement your “go-to” favorite Thanksgiving 
dishes? You’ll learn why the turkey doesn’t 
always have to steal the show with innovative 
twists on old traditions focusing on sides and 
desserts.  The Cook Sisters will show you how 
to save time and money by creating stress free 
recipes that will impress your guests. 

Holiday Entertaining
Monday | December 10 | 12:00 – 1:30 pm
$35 | FOBG $31 | #54973
Join the Cook Sisters and Brookside Gardens 
staff for our annual holiday buffet tables 
and cooking class. This year the audience 
will get to enjoy delicious samples and learn 
how to make your holiday table décor classy 
and fabulous with creative design tips and 
techniques. Tables will be decorated with 
creative displays and the buffet will feature 
great new appetizers. 

Chocolate Decadence
Monday | February 11 | 12:00 – 1:30 pm
$35 | FOBG $31 | #54974
The Cook Sisters’ most popular number, “the 
all-chocolate dinner,” will be presented for 
this class. If you’ve never sampled this soup-
to-nuts chocolate dinner, you can’t miss it. If 
you have had it, come for the newest twists 
on an incredible meal. Additionally, Brookside 
Gardens staff will provide you with interesting 
facts about how chocolate is grown and made.

Excursions
Registration required

Come discover the rich horticultural tradition 
of the mid-Atlantic region with Brookside 
Gardens! Visit gardens public and private, go 
behind-the-scenes at nurseries, and explore 
the unique plants and landscaping of our 
region. From short, local trips to full day, out-
of-state adventures, there’s an excursion just 
for you. Please wear walking shoes and dress 
for the weather.

Ladew Topiary Gardens & Historic 
Mansion Tour
Monday | September 17 | 8:00 am – 4:30 pm
$95 |  #54978
Meet at the Visitor Center Entrance
Ladew’s 250 acres in Monkton, Maryland 
encompass an historic manor house, 22 acres 
of world-renowned gardens, a mile-long 
nature walk and a newly-opened butterfly 
house. The delightful gardens include more 
than 100 larger-than-life topiary forms, which 
serve as the backbone and centerpiece to 
a series of garden rooms, such as the Rose 
Garden, White Garden, Yellow Garden, Garden 
of Eden, Sculpture Garden and Iris Garden. 
You’ll enjoy a tour of the historic 1747 Manor 
House featuring equestrian and fox hunting 
memorabilia, fine art and English antiques. 
Ladew’s unique Oval Library appears in the 
book 100 Most Beautiful Rooms in America.  
Fee includes charter bus transportation, tour 
fees and catered lunch. 

Champion Tree Tour
Tuesday | October 30 | 10:00 am – 3:30 pm
$65 | #54975
Meet at the Visitor Center Entrance
Join Joe Howard of the Montgomery County 
Forestry Board and Montgomery Parks Forest 
Ecologist, Carole Bergmann, for this popular 
annual tour. We’ll visit champion trees: the 
biggest, tallest, and oldest trees in our region. 
This year we’ll focus our exploration in one 
region of the county so you’ll have more 
time learning from the experts about tree 
identification, structure, and natural history of 
these magnificent trees. Fee includes charter 
bus transportation and drinks. Please bring 
a lunch. 
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Longwood Gardens – 
Holiday Displays & Light Show
Monday | December 3 | 1:00 – 10:00 pm
$80 | #54986
Meet at the Visitor Center Entrance
View exquisite decorations, spectacular 
lights, and colorful displays. See thousands 
of brilliant poinsettias, lavishly decorated 
trees, and fragrant flowers in acres of indoor 
gardens. After dark, view a night blooming 
garden of 420,000 lights strung on 40 miles of 
wire, and displays of flowers fashioned from 
lights. View the five-acre Main Fountain Garden 
outlined in blue lights. Walk the outdoor 
gardens with Nature’s seasonal ornaments. Fee 
includes charter bus transportation. Dinner, on 
your own, in the self-service café. 

Philadelphia Flower Show
Tuesday | March 5 | 8:00 am – 8:00 pm
$95 | #55274
OR:  
Thursday | March 7 | 9:00 am – 9:00 pm
$95 | #55275
Meet at the Visitor Center Entrance
A perennial favorite, the Philadelphia 
International Flower Show is always a crowd-
pleaser. Join us for FLOWER POWER, which 
will celebrate the contribution of flowers 

to our lives and play host to the Florists’ 
Transworld Delivery World Cup, the world’s 
most prestigious floral design competition.  
The Flower Show is a playground teeming with 
sweeping landscapes and artful interpretations 
that inspire, convey emotions, and examine 
fragrance and color. Fee includes coach 
transportation 
and entrance fee. Your lunch/dinner may be 
purchased at the show or the nearby Reading 
Terminal Market.

Ladew Topiary Gardens & Historic Mansion PHOTO BY MARK PETERS
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ADULT PROGRAMS

School of Botanical Art & 
Illustration 
Increase your appreciation of plants through 
the art and science of botanical illustration!  

The School has resumed offering the 
Certificate of Botanical Art & Illustration. The 
skills required for botanical art are developed 
through classes in a variety of multilevel 
subjects that develop a proficiency in fine 
illustration techniques where botanical 
accuracy is mandatory.  Core courses for this 
comprehensive certificate will be offered over 
a two-year period.  An Intermediate Certificate 
will be available to students who wish to focus 
on obtaining foundational skills ending after 
one year of core courses.  Students enrolled 
in the certificate program pay an additional 
certificate fee per class, which covers the 
course project evaluation.

Core Curriculum
All courses located in the Adult Classroom
Registration required

Observe & Compose – A1
Thursdays | September 13, 20, 27, October 4 
10:00 am – 1:30 pm 
$245 | FOBG $220 | Certificate fee $80 
#54981
Prerequisites:  P2; B1 or equivalent 
knowledge and ability 
Joan Ducore
First in the sequence of advanced core 
subjects with a focus on observational studies 
of a single plant subject through accurate 
drawing, producing suitable color keys and 
developing the final line drawing into an 
effective composition. The plant to be studied 
will ideally also be the most suitable for Art 
in Graphite – A2 and for producing full color 
finished art at Art in Watercolor – A3.

Art in Graphite – A2
Thursdays | October 25, November 1, 8, 15 
10:00 am – 1:30 pm 
$245 | FOBG $220 | Certificate fee $80 
#54982
Prerequisites:  A1; B1 or equivalent 
knowledge and ability  
Tina Thieme Brown
Produce an art piece of a subject studied at 
Observe & Compose – A1. Learn to creatively 
manipulate values to produce finely detailed, 
botanically accurate art suitable for exhibition. 
This art piece also becomes a vital reference 
for a watercolor you will create in the next 
class: Art in Watercolor – A3. 

Art in Watercolor – A3
Thursdays | January 24, 31, February 7, 14 
10:00 am – 1:30 pm 
$245 | FOBG $220 | Certificate fee $80 
#54983
Prerequisites: P2; B1; A1; A2 or equivalent 
knowledge and ability  
Joan Ducore
Produce botanical art in watercolor of a 
subject studied in Art in Graphite – A2. Paint 
three useful color wheels according to the 
school’s approach to color mixing; learn 
detailing techniques for painting and refer to 
the school’s invaluable handout on how – and 
when – to finish a botanical painting.
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Electives
Registration required

Drawing Botanicals with Silverpoint
Friday, September 21 – Sunday, 
September 23 | 10:00 am – 3:30 pm 
$260 | FOBG $235 |Certificate fee $80 
#54984
Level: Intermediate to advanced
Kathie Miranda
In Silverpoint, styluses containing a sharpened 
sterling silver wire produce delicate pale 
lines that tarnish over time to golden browns. 
Drawings have a lovely glow due to thin layers 
of silver reflecting light.  Learn traditional ways 
to apply silverpoint to a simple ground we will 
prepare in class and add color to silverpoint 
drawings to enhance the design. Students are 
encouraged to bring a few seasonal natural 
objects such as plants, cacti, mushrooms, 
fruits, gourds, curled dried leaves, or seed pods.

Capturing Fall Delights with Watercolor
Friday, October 26 – Sunday, October 28 
10:00 am – 3:30 pm
$260 | FOBG $235 | Certificate fee $80 
#54985
Level: Intermediate to advanced 
John Pastoriza Piñol
Australian master botanical artist, John 
Pastoriza Piñol employs traditional and 
contemporary techniques to create beautifully 
vivid art. Students will learn the intricacies of 
achieving fine detail with watercolor masking 
fluid and NEEF ¼ Comb, invaluable tools for 
contemporary botanical artists. As a result, 
your paintings will be brought to a new level of 
realism and detail. During this 3-day workshop, 
artists will observe and document the unique 
and fascinating structures of Fall: leaves, stems, 
seedpods, and seeds. Students will learn how 
to organize the various botanical requisites 
within one’s canvas to create an effective 
design that is pleasing and informative. 
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Story
Share your memories with us in 
Brookside Gardens Story Facebook Group. 

#BrooksideGardens50 
#BrooksideGardensStory

@BrooksideGardens 

Brookside Gardens

Brookside Gardens Director, Stephanie Oberle’s grandmother 
visiting the North Conservatory in May 1971.



NEW Children’s Garden:
Explore Maryland!
Experience a unique mini-Maryland in our 
new Children’s Garden, Explore Maryland!  
Discover Maryland’s ecosystems and habitats, 
including the eastern shore coastal plain, 
Maryland’s agricultural basin, and big boulders 
of the Maryland mountain ranges. Learn about 
popular farm crops, pretend to drive a boat 
and tractor, and cook a make-believe meal in 
the garden kitchen amongst colorful flowers 
and other curiosities.   

Children’s Day: Explore Maryland!
Sponsored by Friends of Brookside Gardens
Saturday | September 15
11:00 am – 4:00 pm
FREE
Join Brookside Gardens as we celebrate the 
magnificent state of Maryland and the opening 
of our newly themed Children’s Garden, 
Explore Maryland!  Enjoy crafts and activities 
that interpret the western Maryland mountain 
ranges, the central agricultural basin and the 
eastern shore. Try a climbing wall, pot up a 
black-eyed Susan (the Maryland state flower), 
learn how to save the Bay and listen to 
live music.

All programs located in Children’s 
Classroom, unless otherwise noted.

Flower Buds  
Registration required
$7 per child (adult free)
This once-a-month series will meet the 
second Monday of every month. We will 
feature gardening activities, stories, crafts 
and garden walks for children ages 3-5 with a 
parent. Siblings are welcome, but the crafts are 
designed for older kids.
Monday | September 10 | 10:30 am – 12:00 pm
#54554
Monday | October 8 | 10:30 am – 12:00pm
#54555
Monday | December 10 | 10:30 am – 12:00 pm
#54727
Monday | January 14 | 10:30 am – 12:00 pm
#54729
Monday | February 11 | 10:30 am-12:00 pm
#54731

Fall Story Walk
October 5 – November 30
FREE | Ages: 2-6
Perfect for preschoolers and Mom’s groups 
– combine a love of reading with a walk in 
the gardens.  Just pick up a map at the Visitor 
Center Information Desk for a self-guided, 
half-mile walk leading you on a loop through 
several gardens and back to the starting point.  
At each stop find a different story book page to 
read with your child, plus a suggested activity. 
While enjoying the beauty of the new season, 
discover the connection between books, 
nature and outdoor fun. 

Fall Story Walk Celebration
Friday | October 5 | 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
$7/child | Ages: 2-6 | #54955 | Registration 
required
Celebrate the grand opening of the Fall Story 
Walk with engaging children’s activities. Start 
at the Children’s Classroom for fun fall crafts. 
Afterward enjoy the Fall Story Walk loop 
through the gardens as your guide leads small 
groups in nature exploration and 
social activities.
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CHILDREN & FAMILIES



BOOtanica Family Festival 
Friday | October 26 | 5:30 – 8:30 pm
$18 per child (adult free) | #54564 | 
Registration required 
Gather the family for a fun evening! Children 
can dress in their favorite costume, participate 
in a garden costume parade, paint a pumpkin, 
try a pumpkin treat and listen to award winning 
storyteller Gary Lloyd present “Pumpkin Tales 
for the Young” – telling tales more funny than 
scary. Register children ages 3 - 12. Parents 
are free.

Tea, Treats and Flowers
Saturday | December 8 | 2:00 – 4:30 pm
$18 per person | Ages 7+ | #54718 
Registration required
Parent and child, celebrate the season and 
awaken your senses!  While enjoying finger 
foods, tea and treats, make three beautiful, 
dried, pressed flower ornaments that can 
adorn a gift or hang as an ornament.  Enjoy the 
afternoon relaxing, crafting, and tasting! 

Valentine’s Tea and Chocolate
Saturday | February 9 | 2:00 – 4:30 pm
$18 per person | Ages 7+ | #54719 
Registration required
Auditorium
Parent and child, celebrate the holiday with 
love. Learn about the history of chocolate 
while enjoying a variety of chocolate samples, 
finger foods, and tea – plus, make a valentine 
tea cup floral arrangement for a loved one!
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PROGRAMS BY DATE

Date Program Course # Fee FOBG Page No.
9/8/17 Focus on Butterflies 45503 $30  $27 14 

9/8/18 Yoga at Brookside Gardens** 54885 $9 $8 15 

9/10/18 Flower Buds** 54554 $7 $7 20 

9/12/18 Dealing with Deer & other Mammals in your Garden 54860 $22 $20 13 

9/12/18 Tai Chi at Brookside Gardens** 54966 $12 $10 15 

9/13/18 Observe & Compose - D1* 54981 $245 $220 18 

9/16/18 McCrillis Gardens Sunday Walks* 54817 - - 12 

9/17/18 Ladew Topiary Gardens & Historic Mansion Tour 54978 $95 $95 16 

9/21/18 Drawing Botanicals with Silverpoint* 54984 $260 $235 19 

9/22/18 Brookside Gardens Saturday Walk** 54815 - - 12 

9/26/18 Monarch Way Stations: Creating a Butterfly Garden 54864 $22 $20 13 

10/5/18 Fall Story Walk Celebration 54955 $7 $7 20 

10/5/18 Fall Story Walk** 38561 - - 20 

10/6/18 Hands-on Orchid Repotting 54878 $35 $31 14 

10/10/18 Stormwater Solutions: Conservation Landscapes and Rain Gardens 54874 $15 $13 13 

10/12/18 Native Plants for both New England and Mid-Atlantic Gardens 54987 - - 13 

10/24/18 Glory of Fall Garden Tour 55278 $7 $6 12 

10/25/18 Art in Graphite - A2* 54982 $245 $220 18 

10/26/18 BOOtanica Family Festival 54564 $18 $18 21 

10/26/18 Capturing Fall Delights with Watercolor* 54985 $260 $235 19 

10/30/18 Champion Tree Tour 54975 $65 $65 16 

11/2/18 Getting Your Garden Ready for Winter 54875 $22 $20 13 

11/3/18 Meditative Photography: Seeing Beauty Where You Are 54979 $25 $22 15 

11/17/18 Mixed Winter Container 54879 $75 $67 14 

11/5/18 Thanksgiving Feast 54972 $35 $31 16 

11/20/18 Thanksgiving Centerpiece 54881 $50 $45 14 

12/3/18 Longwood Gardens - Holiday Displays & Light Show 54986 $80 $80 17 

12/8/18 “Tea, Treats and Flowers” 54718 $18 $18 21 

12/10/18 Holiday Entertaining 54973 $35 $31 16 

12/11/18 Festive Fresh Greens: Festive Wreaths 54882 $50 $46 14 

12/12/18 Festive Fresh Greens: Festive Centerpieces 54883 $50 $46 14 

12/13/18 Garden After Dark:  Holly Daze 54858 $35 $31 11 

1/19/19 Kokedama - The Art of Crafting Living Mossballs 54884 $40 $36 14 

1/24/19 Art in Watercolor - A3* 54983 $245 $220 18 

1/28/19 Brookside Gardens Witch Hazel Tour 54855 $7 $6 12 

2/2/19 East vs. West: Amazing Similarities Between Asian and American Plant Species 55301 $22 $20 13 

2/9/19 “Valentines, Tea and Chocolate” 54719 $18 $18 21 

2/11/19 Chocolate Decadence 54974 $35 $31 16 

2/15/19 Everything You Wanted to Know about Pruning  54877 $22 $20 13 

2/22/19 Green Matters 55276 early bird: $85 $99:  on 1/12 10 

3/5/19 Philadelphia Flower Show** 55274 $95 $95 17 

      

*  Program meets multiple days    

**Program meets multiple times 
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REGISTRATION

For information on M-NCPPC’s Fee Reduction Program for 
Montgomery County residents, call 301-495-2530. Applications are 
available at Brookside Gardens Visitors Center Information Desk.

Fill out a separate form for each participant. Friends of Brookside Gardens members enter the FOBG rate for each course.

 Course No. Date Name of Program Fee

 999999 3/1 Sample Program Title 0.00

Montgomery Parks, part of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission, encourages and supports the participation of individuals with disabilities. 
Please contact the Program Access Office to request a disability accommodation: 
E-mail: ProgramAccess@MontgomeryParks.org or phone: 301-495-2477.

Important Registration Information
1.  You must open an ActiveMONTGOMERY account in 

order to register for any program.
2.  We regret that it is not possible to include babies 

or children in classes designed for adults, unless 
specified.

3.  All programs will run rain or shine, unless a rain 
date is listed; for cancellation information call 
301-962-1451.

4.  FOBG members should enter the 
discounted FOBG rate in the Fee column. For 
information about joining FOBG, call 301-962-1435 
or check brooksidegardens.org.

5.  Confirmation of your registration will be made by 
mail or email. If an event is filled to capacity, your 
check will be returned and your name placed on 
a waiting list. You will be contacted by phone if an 
opening occurs.

6.  Deadline for registration is 7 days prior to event 
date, unless otherwise stated. Participants will be 
enrolled in the order received.

7.  Unless otherwise indicated by the participant 
or a parent/guardian in writing at the time of 
registration, photographs of participants for use 
in Commission publications may be taken while 
participating in program activities.

Refund Policy: If a program is cancelled you will be 
notified and receive a full refund. If you choose to 
cancel your registration from an event please visit 
ActiveMONTGOMERY.org for withdrawal and refund 
policies.

To Register Online: ActiveMONTGOMERY.org 

To register by mail, or in person:
Complete the registration form and mail with payment (or drop off form and payment) to: 
BROOKSIDE GARDENS, Attn. Registrar, 1800 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902 
Make checks payable to Active Montgomery

Already have an ActiveMONTGOMERY account? Just fill in the first three boxes.

Need to register a child? Fill in these three boxes.

Middle Initial (JR, SR, II, III) Birth Date (mm/dd/yyyy) Gender: M/F

Street Address

City, State, Zip Code

Primary Phone Secondary Phone

Email

Need to open an ActiveMONTGOMERY account? Please fill in all the boxes.

For registration information, call 301-962-1451.

 *Last Name *First Name *Daytime Phone

 *Last Name *First Name *Date of birth

Due to new PCI Compliance Standards, we can no longer accept credit card payments by mail. To pay with 
a credit card, please register online at ActiveMONTGOMERY.org or by phone at 301-962-1451 between the 
hours of 9:00am-12:00pm Monday through Friday. We apologize for this inconvenience.

Registration opens August 13.



A Perfect Night Out With Friends:
Garden After Dark, page 11

1800 Glenallan Avenue

Wheaton, MD 20902

brooksidegardens.org

Open Sunday–Thursday 5:30-9:00pm
Friday–Saturday 5:30-10:00pm
Open New Year’s Eve until 9:00pm
(Closed November 19–22; 
December 24 & 25)

Admission:
$25 per car/van (Su-Th)
$30 per car/van (F-Sa)
Advanced sale tickets: $25
(available starting Nov. 1)

15-24 passenger bus/van/limo $50
25-35 passenger bus $75
36-57 passenger bus $120

Last car admitted 30 minutes before 
closing time.

Garden of Lights Info. Line: 
301-962-1453

Garden of Lights
Winter Walk-through Holiday Light Display
November 16, 2018 – January 1, 2019


